August 27, 2011

Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr.

c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173 

Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: (916) 445-2841  Fax: (916) 558-3160

RE:  Tribal land expansion:  Fee to trust, 1,400 acres, Santa Ynez Valley, Ca.

Dear Governor Brown,

Our tribal neighbors, the Santa Ynez Band of Mission Indians (Chumash Casino), are attempting to take 1,400 acres in the heart of the Santa Ynez Valley into federal “trust.”  As you know, land in “trust” is outside State and County jurisdiction and is also outside the Santa Barbara Comprehensive Plan, and the Santa Ynez Valley Community Plan.  These plans are the framework for careful development in the Santa Ynez Valley.

I object to removal of land into federal “trust.”

In 2005, the Santa Ynez Band applied to take 5.68 acres of land into federal “trust.”  Then Governor A. Schwarzenegger wrote a detailed letter outlining the many reasons why taking 5.68 acres into federal trust could have potentially severe adverse negative impacts on the state of California.  (http://www.polosyv.org/hotTopics/pdf/LetterFromGov.pdf)

The Santa Ynez Band is claiming that their Tribe is entitled to re-acquire their “aboriginal territory, and this is the justification for taking land into federal “trust.”  However, the Office of Governor Schwarzenegger questioned the validity of this in the same 2005 letter: “While there are numerous discrepancies on details, historical accounts of the Chumash agree that prior to European contact the Chumash did not constitute a single political entity but rather were an amalgam of peoples speaking roughly six to eight different but related languages in contiguous linguistic territories.” (page 4) And,  “Simply put, in pre-contact times there was no Santa Ynez Band of Mission Indians or any single independent political entity constituting a collection of the many different villages in the Santa Ynez Valley.” (page 6)

Governor Brown, The Santa Ynez Band of Mission Indians has every right to purchase property, and to develop that property through established County and State processes.
The issue is land into trust - the exponential negative impacts created by taking land out of County and State jurisdiction and the Comprehensive and Community Plans, and into federal “trust.”

I ask that you oppose any transference of land into federal trust.  

Sincerely,







   Print name: 







Address:  












