August 27, 2011

Solvang City Council Members

Mayor Jim Richardson, Mayor Pro Tem Tara Wood, Council Member Hans Duus, Council Member Ken Palmer, Council Member Joan Jamieson

1644 Oak Street

Solvang, Ca. 93463

RE:  1,400 acres (Camp 4) “Fee to Trust”, Santa Ynez Band of Mission Indians 

Dear Mayor and City Council Members,

The Santa Ynez Band of Mission Indians has every right to purchase property, and to develop that property through established County and State processes.
The issue is land into trust - the exponential negative impacts created by taking land out of County and State jurisdiction. and out of the County Comprehensive and Santa Ynez Valley Community Plans, and into federal “trust.”  The Comprehensive Plan and Community Plan are the framework for careful development in our communities.  When a property owner buys property in the Santa Ynez Valley he/she purchases it with certain expectations based on the Community Plan and established County development process. I object to taking land out of the Community Plan because anything can then be built there!

In 2004, regarding a 6.9 acre fee to trust application, Congressman Gallegly wrote in a letter to the Bureau of Indian Affair (BIA):  “Most importantly, the parcel under review (6.9) is not a remote piece of property.  In fact, it lies at the heart of the Santa Ynez Valley.  If this land is taken into trust, the local community will not be able to address or prevent any environmental impacts stemming from the proposed development.”

In 2004, Santa Barbara County Administrator said the following regarding the 6.9 acre application: “The County’s primary concern is that the proposed development to be facilitated by this fee-to-trust process will result in a draw on groundwater resources of the Santa Ynez Valley, thus creating or exacerbating a situation of overdraft.”

The above quotes document concerns over taking 6.9 and 5.68 acres into federal trust and outside the Community Plan and County and State jurisdiction. If the County and Congressman were concerned over 6.9 acres and 5.68 acres going into “trust,” all government representatives should be vehemently opposed to 1,400 acres going into federal trust!

I object to the transference of land from fee to trust and the resultant dismantling of the Community Plan and  protections afforded to my property values by established Santa Barbara County Processes.

Sincerely, 

Address




Print Name:
